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“Improved	security	of	tenure	for	land	and	property	can	make	a	cri:cal	contribu:on	to	
ensuring	social	and	economic	progress	in	rural	and	urban	se=ngs,	suppor:ng	poverty	
reduc:on	 and	 furthering	 gender	 equality	 and	 peace	 and	 security.	 	 Land	 tenure,	
including	a	 range	of	 tenure	 types	appropriate	 to	 local	condi:ons	and	needs,	 such	as	
community	property	rights	and	the	protec:on	of	resource	commons,	creates	certainty	
about	what	can	be	done	with	land	or	property	and	its	use	and	can	increase	economic	
opportuni:es	 and	 benefits	 through	 investment,	 improving	 health,	 financial	 stability	
and	personal	safety”	

(Statement	by	Ban	Ki	Moon,	
Secretary	General,	United	Na8ons,	2015)	
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“Land	administra:on	is	the	process	of	
determining,	recording	and	dissemina:ng	of	informa:on	about	
ownership,	value	and	use	of	land	when	implemen:ng		land	

management	policies”.	
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In	this	recent	past,	the	convergence	of	sciences	and	
technologies,	of	sensors	and	mobile	compu:ng,	of	world	
wide	web	and	the	cloud	are	s:mula:ng	greater	
demands	for	the	integra:on	of	different	data	sets,	
of	differing	purposes,	sources	and	scales.	This	has	
transformed	the	availability	and	accessibility,	possibili:es	
and	poten:als	of	informa:on	and	knowledge	derived	from	
these	integrated	data	sets,	both	in	daily	usage	and		
decisions,	as	well	as	at	the	policy,	decision-making	and	
implementa:on	levels,	contribu:ng	to	improved	
governance,	leading	to	sustainable	development.			
	
The	 infrastructure	 to	enable	all	 these	has	 to	be	 considered	cri:cal	 infrastructure	 for	
any	jurisdic:ons.	
	
“Land	informa%on,	together	with	a	jurisdic%on’s	spa%al	data	infrastructure,	now	has	
the	poten%al	to	transform	the	way	a	modern	society	func%ons”	

(Ian	Williamson,	Uni.	Of	Melbourne,	2007)	
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(from	Williamson,	Enemark,	Wallace,	Rajabifard,	2009)	
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(from	John	Whitehead,	Trimble,	2012)	
Positioning Infrastructure based on 
Global Navigation Satellite Systems 
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(aNer	Tim	Trainor/USA/GGIM-6)	
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(Source:	Ins8tute	For	Conscious	Global	Change)	
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Global	Land	Challenges:	
	

•  Limited	coverage	(es:mated	only	30%	globally,	some	countries	as	low	as	
3%)		

•  Complexity	of	land	rights,	claims	and	records	(e.g.	customary,	statutory,	
informal)		

•  70%	-	75%	of	global	popula:on’s	rela:onship	to	land	not	recorded	and	
recognized	

	
Conven%onal	systems	cannot	deliver	tenure	security	at	scale!	
	 (UN-Habitat/Global	Land	Tool	Network)	
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include	rights	that	
are	documented	as	

well	as	
undocumented,	
from	individuals	
and	groups,	from	
pastoralist	and	

informal	sealers,	
that	are	legal	as	

well	as	extra-legal	
and	informal	

Landmark	resolu:on	on	“Sustainable	urbaniza:on	
through	 equitable	 access	 to	 land,	 housing,	 basic	
services	and	infrastructure”	adopted.	(April	2011)	
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HISTORIC	INTERNATIONAL	AGREEMENT	
ON	THE	GOVERNANCE	OF	TENURE	
	
The	Voluntary	Guidelines	on	the	
Responsible	Governance	of	Tenure	of	Land,	
Fisheries	and	Forests	in	the	Context	of	
Na:onal	Food	Security	promote	secure	
tenure	rights	and	equitable	access	to	land,	
fisheries	and	forests	as	a	means	of	
eradica:ng	hunger	and	poverty,	suppor:ng	
sustainable	development	and	enhancing	the	
environment.	
	

(Since then implementation has been encouraged by 
G20, Rio+ 20, United Nations General Assembly and 

Francophone Assembly of Parliamentarians.)	Endorsed	on	11th	May	2012	by	
the	United	Na:ons	Commicee	

on	World	Food	Security	
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FIG-World Bank Declaration 
on 

Fit-for-Purpose Land Administration 
 
There is an urgent need to build cost-effective and sustainable systems that identify the 
way land is occupied and used and accordingly provide for secure land rights. When 
considering the resources and capacities required for building such systems in less 
developed countries, the concepts of mature, sophisticated systems as predominantly 
used in developed countries may well be seen as the end target, but not as the point of 
entry. When assessing technology and investment choices, the focus should be on a “fit-
for-purpose approach” that will meet the needs of society today and that can be 
incrementally improved over time. 
 
A fit-for-purpose approach includes the following elements: 

! Flexible in the spatial data capture approaches to provide for varying use and 
occupation. 

! Inclusive in scope to cover all tenure and all land. 
! Participatory in approach to data capture and use to ensure community 

support. 
! Affordable for the government to establish and operate, and for society to 

use. 
! Reliable in terms of information that is authoritative and up-to-date. 
! Attainable to establish the system within a short timeframe and within 

available resources. 
! Upgradeable with regard to incremental improvement over time in response 

to social and legal needs and emerging economic opportunities. 
 
A country’s legal and institutional framework must be revised to apply the elements of 
the fit-for-purpose approach. This means that the fit-for-purpose approach must be 
enshrined in law and that the information be made accessible to all users. 
 
A fit-for-purpose approach will ensure that appropriate land administration systems are 
built within a relatively short time frame and affordable costs. The systems allow for 
incremental updating and upgrading. This approach will facilitate economic growth, 
social equity and environmental sustainability to be better supported, pursued and 
achieved. 
 
 
March 2014  
World Bank, Washington DC 
 

 

 
 
The World Bank 
1818 H Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20433, 
United States of America 
url: www.worldbank.org 

 
 

International Federation of Surveyors 
Kalvebod Brygge 31-33 

DK-1780, Copenhagen V, 
Denmark 

url: www.fig.net  
 

People-centric, purpose-driven approaches that 
include – 
 
•  Flexible in the spatial data capture 

•  Inclusive in scope to cover all 

•  Participatory to ensure community support 

•  Affordable for the government to establish 
and operate, and for society to use. 

•  Reliable in terms of information that is 
authoritative and current. 

•  Attainable within a short timeframe and 
with available resources. 

•  Upgradeable, improving over time in 
response to social and legal needs and 
emerging economic opportunities. 
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NEW	URBAN	AGENDA	
	
156.		We	will	promote	the	development	of	na:onal	informa:on	
and	communica:ons	technology	policies	and	e-government	
strategies	as	well	as	ci:zen-centric	digital	governance	tools,	
tapping	into	technological	innova:ons,	including	capacity	
development	programmes,	in	order	to	make	informa:on	and	
communica:ons	technologies	available	to	the	public,	including	
women	and	girls,	children	and	youth,	persons	with	disabili:es,	
older	persons	and	persons	in	vulnerable	situa:ons,	to	enable	
them	to	develop	and	exercise	civic	responsibility,	boradening	
par:cipa:on	and	fostering	responsible	governance,	as	well	as	
increasing	efficiency.		The	use	of	digital	plaXorms	and	tools,	
including	geospa4al	informa4on	systems,	will	be	encouraged	to	
improve	long-term	integrated	urban	and	territorial	planning	
and	design,	land	administra4on	and	management,	and	access	
to	urban	and	metropolitan	services.	
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SDG	Indicators	–	
1.4.2 	Propor:on	of	total	adult	popula:on	with	secure	tenure	
rights	to	land,	with	legally	recognized	documenta:on	and	who	
perceive	their	rights	to	land	as	secure,	by	sex	and	by	type	of	
tenure	
2.4.1 	Propor:on	of	agricultural	area	under	produc:ve	and	
sustainable	agriculture	
5.a.1	 	(a)	Propor:on	of	total	agricultural	popula:on	with	
ownership	or	secure	rights	over	agricultural	land,	by	sex;	and	(b)	
share	of	women	among	owners	or	rights-bearers	of	agricultural	
land,	by	type	of	tenure	
5.b.1 	Propor:on	of	countries	where	the	legal	framework	
(including	customary	law)	guarantees	women’s	equal	rights	to	
land	ownership	and/or	control	
15.1.1 	Forest	area	as	a	propor:on	of	total	land	area	

	
(source:	UN-ECOSOC	E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1)	
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As	the	peak	inter-governmental	mechanism	to	make	joint	decisions	and	set	direc:ons	
on	the	produc:on	and	use	of	geospa:al	informa:on	within	na:onal	and	global	policy	
frameworks,	 UN-GGIM	 also	 provides	 a	 forum	 for	Member	 States	 to	 strengthen	 the	
geospa:al	 informa:on	 management	 capaci:es	 of	 developing	 countries	 for	 becer	
policy	making	at	na:onal,	regional	and	global	levels.		
	
Sub-commiZee	
1.  Geodesy	
Expert	Groups	
1.  Integra:on	of	Sta:s:cal	and	Geospa:al	Informa:on	
2.   Land	Administra4on	and	Management	(UN-GGIM:	EG-LAM)	
Working	Groups	
1.  Statement	of	Shared	Principles	for	the	Management	of	Geospa:al	Info	
2.  Trends	in	Na:onal	Ins:tu:onal	Arrangements	in	Geospa:al	Informa:on	Management	
3.  Fundamental	Geospa:al	Data	Themes	
4.  Geospa:al	Informa:on	and	Services	for	Disasters	(WG-Disasters)	
	
IAEG-SDGs	
1.  Working	Group	on	Geospa:al	Informa:on	
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Objec4ves	of	UN-GGIM:	EG-LAM	

•  Play	a	leading	role	at	the	policy	level	by	raising	poli4cal	
awareness	and	highligh:ng	the	importance	to	decision	
makers	of	the	need	for	:mely	and	fit	for	purpose	land	
administra:on	and	management	and;	

•  Encourage	the	use	of	geospa4al	informa4on	tools	and	
systems	to	improve	the	legal	certainty	of	all	ci:zens	in	the	
world	with	respect	to	the	registra:on	of	the	rela:on	between	
people	and	land.	
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Membership	of	UN-GGIM:	EG-LAM	
Lesotho	(co-Chair)	 Netherlands	(co-Chair)	

Belgium	 Burkina	Faso	 Canada	 Chile	

China	 Finland	 Guyana	 Korea	(Republic	of)	

Mexico	 Norway	 Singapore	 Spain	

Sri	Lanka	 Suriname	 Sweden	 United	Kingdom	

IHO	 UN-Habitat/GLTN	 FAO	 World	Bank	

UNECE/WPLA	 FIG	 GSDI	 OGC	

ESRI	
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Currently	27	members;	18	member	states,	5	from	UN	System;		
	interna:onal	organisa:ons	and	1	from	industry		

Thank	You	
	
	
	
	
	

hZp://ggim.un.org	
Global	Geospa%al	Informa%on	Management	

United	Na:ons	Sta:s:cs	Division	
Department	of	Economic	and	Social	Affairs	

The	 7th	 session	 of	 the	
United	 Na:ons	 Commicee	
o f	 Exper t s	 on	 G loba l	
Geospa:al	 Informa:on	
Management,	 is	 scheduled	
to	be	held	from	2	–	4	August	
2017	
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