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LAW IN THELAW IN THE PROFESSIONPROFESSION’’SS HISTORYHISTORY
The surveyor is foremost The surveyor is foremost an an engineerengineer, but , but since since 
its inceptionits inception, , thisthis profession profession puts itsputs its skillsskills atat
thethe service of service of propertyproperty rightsrights..
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LAW IN THELAW IN THE PROFESSIONPROFESSION’’SS HISTORYHISTORY

In In ancient Egyptancient Egypt, , the surveyorthe surveyor, , puts the puts the 
boundaries boundaries back back after each after each flood, flood, according according to to 
titlestitles
TheThe Roman Roman agrimensoragrimensor isis the judgethe judge’’s s right right 
hand for hand for thethe distribution of distribution of colonized colonized landland
In In GreeceGreece, , it is written it is written on on the pediment the pediment of  of  
PlatoPlato’’s academys academy «« NobodyNobody entersenters herehere unless unless 
he ishe is a a geometriciangeometrician »»
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LAW IN THELAW IN THE PROFESSIONPROFESSION’’SS HISTORYHISTORY

In In thethe Middle Ages,Middle Ages, the Swornthe Sworn Surveyors publish Surveyors publish 
the firstthe first treaties treaties onon demarcation and surveyingdemarcation and surveying
covenants; covenants; thesethese are are genuinegenuine exchangeexchange deedsdeeds..
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LAW IN THELAW IN THE PROFESSIONPROFESSION’’SS HISTORYHISTORY

In In thethe 18th 18th centurycentury, CONDORCET , CONDORCET wrotewrote::

«« Surveying is Surveying is more an art for more an art for identifyingidentifying, , 
sharing and evaluatingsharing and evaluating a a fieldfield then that then that of of 
marking itsmarking its position, position, measuring itmeasuring it and dividingand dividing
it.it. »»
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LAW IN THELAW IN THE PROFESSIONPROFESSION’’SS HISTORYHISTORY

In In the the 20th 20th centurycentury, , alongside tehnologyalongside tehnology, , law law 
becomes increasingly becomes increasingly important important 
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FRENCH LAW AND THE LICENSED SURVEYOR FRENCH LAW AND THE LICENSED SURVEYOR 

TheThe 7th of May 1946 Law 7th of May 1946 Law created the created the French French 
OrderOrder; ; it entrustsit entrusts thethe licensedlicensed surveyorsurveyor withwith
the definitionthe definition of of rightsrights linkedlinked to to propertyproperty..

It determines that he It determines that he ((sheshe)) can act can act as an as an 
arbitratorarbitrator, , provide legal counsellingprovide legal counselling, , write write 
under private seal under private seal in in the framework the framework of of his his 
intermediary activitiesintermediary activities, , administer administer real real 
estateestate..
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UNIVERSITY TRAINING IN LAW FOR THE FRENCHUNIVERSITY TRAINING IN LAW FOR THE FRENCH
LICENSED SURVEYORLICENSED SURVEYOR

The University The University training training includesincludes thethe followingfollowing subjectssubjects::
-- Civil Civil law law 
-- Administrative Administrative lawlaw
-- Urban Urban planning planning laws laws 
-- Environmental laws Environmental laws 
-- Rural Rural laws laws 
-- LegalLegal expertiseexpertise
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ADDITIONAL TRAINING IN LAW FOR ADDITIONAL TRAINING IN LAW FOR 
THE FRENCH LICENSED SURVEYORTHE FRENCH LICENSED SURVEYOR

SomeSome activitiesactivities requirerequire specificspecific agreements agreements based based 
on on specific specific training. In training. In particular particular for:for:
–– Real Real estate estate business business 
–– Real Real estate estate administrationadministration
–– DiagnosisDiagnosis of buildings of buildings directly linked directly linked to publicto public

health regulations health regulations 
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ININ--SERVICE TRAINING IN LAW IN FRANCESERVICE TRAINING IN LAW IN FRANCE

InIn--service training service training is compulsory is compulsory for French for French licensed licensed 
surveyorssurveyors, , with with a minimum of 40 a minimum of 40 hours per yearhours per year. . 
This training This training includesincludes both technicalboth technical andand legallegal
courses. Last courses. Last summer universities summer universities have have provided provided 
highhigh levellevel courses on:courses on:

-- real real estate estate taxationtaxation
-- privateprivate servitudes servitudes 
-- condominiums  condominiums  
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LAW AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE LAW AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 

THE PROFESSIONAL CORETHE PROFESSIONAL CORE
We can We can mention:mention:

-- DemarcationDemarcation of of privateprivate, , built built or nonor non--builtbuilt, , property property 
-- Demarcation Demarcation of public of public propertyproperty
-- Cadastral maintenance Cadastral maintenance 
-- Condominiums Condominiums andand volume divisionvolume division
-- Legal Legal expertiseexpertise
-- Legal counsellingLegal counselling
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LAW AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE LAW AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 

IN THE FIELD OF RURAL LAWIN THE FIELD OF RURAL LAW

TheThe intervention intervention concernsconcerns mainlymainly twotwo issues:issues:
-- setting setting up of land consolidation up of land consolidation projectsprojects, , 
amicableamicable landland exchangesexchanges, land , land restructuringrestructuring
-- ValuationValuation of land, of of land, of rentalrental values, values, setting setting 
upup contractscontracts, administration of rural , administration of rural 
propertyproperty, , particularly private forestsparticularly private forests……
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LAW AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICELAW AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

IN THE FIELD OF URBAN PLANNINGIN THE FIELD OF URBAN PLANNING

The licensed surveyor The licensed surveyor has has also also a double a double role role in in this fieldthis field::
-- Operational activitiesOperational activities in in the implementation the implementation of of urban urban 
regulations regulations in in areas already built areas already built ((urban urban associations), associations), 
and and in in areas areas to to be built be built ((housing development housing development 
projectsprojects))
-- Regulatory urban Regulatory urban planning planning through through establishment of establishment of 
urban urban plans for plans for individualindividual communes or groups of communes or groups of 
communes, communes, including including municipal municipal mapsmaps……
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LAW AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICELAW AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES REQUIRING SPECIALIZED SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES REQUIRING SPECIALIZED 
LEGAL SKILLS LEGAL SKILLS 

TheThe main main onesones are:are:
-- Real Real estate estate administrationadministration
-- Real Real estate estate transactionstransactions
-- Buildings Buildings diagnosisdiagnosis
-- Public Public surveyssurveys
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RECOGNITION OF OUR PROFESSION AS A RECOGNITION OF OUR PROFESSION AS A 
LEGAL ONE LEGAL ONE 

Both Both French State French State authorities and parallel authorities and parallel professions have professions have 
recognized this characterrecognized this character
Here Here are a few are a few examplesexamples ::

-- Admission of Admission of the Order the Order in a in a workingworking group on export of group on export of 
legal legal know how  know how  
-- Presentations Presentations in Europe about in Europe about the legal actors the legal actors in land in land 
issuesissues
-- The Order is The Order is coco--signatory signatory of of the the covenant on expertisecovenant on expertise
-- Fellow surveyors provide specialized Fellow surveyors provide specialized training courses to training courses to 
other legalother legal professionsprofessions
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The The French French licensed surveyor licensed surveyor has a has a highly skilled highly skilled 
technical technical profession, but profession, but it cannot be dissociated from his it cannot be dissociated from his 
((herher) ) legal activitylegal activity..

One One cancan notice notice this duality both this duality both in in hishis((herher) training ) training and and 
hishis((herher) ) professional professional practice; practice; it is it is a major a major characteristic characteristic of of 
our our profession, profession, and it probably explains why it is and it probably explains why it is open to open to 
othersothers, , and feels and feels confident in confident in itsits futurefuture……

FuthermoreFuthermore, , this duality provides the licensed surveyor this duality provides the licensed surveyor 
with with an an overall viewoverall view, , and allows himand allows him((herher) to ) to properly defend properly defend 
property rights and property rights and land management, land management, and above and above all to all to be be a a 
human being human being in in the the service of service of other human beingsother human beings……
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